


City Manager

Governing Body = Mayor 
& City Council

•	 oversees Shawnee’s day-to-day operations
•	 appoints and removes department heads and other senior staff
•	 enforces city laws and ordinances
•	 advises the Council on issues affecting the city
•	 attends Council meetings and participates in discussions but does not vote
•	 oversees all departments within city government

•	 set the direction and priorities of the city
•	 establish current and long-term goals for Shawnee
•	 adopt the ordinances, resolutions, and policies that guide city operations
•	 help constituents to connect with city departments and address concerns 

within their wards

•	 ceremonial head of the city
•	 presides at all City Council meetings
•	 signs all ordinances, resolutions, and contracts approved by the Council 
•	 represents Shawnee at official functions
•	 may offer recommendations at council meetings, but does not make motions
•	 may veto ordinances or resolutions (except charter ordinances)
•	 Council may override a veto with a three-quarters vote

Mayor
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Members

The City Council sets policy. A professional City Manager oversees Shawnee’s day-to-day operations. The Mayor is the city’s political and 
ceremonial leader and holds limited executive authority.

This structure combines decisions made by elected officials with professional management of city services and operations.

Shawnee is divided into four wards, with two councilmembers elected from each. The Mayor is elected by voters across the entire city.

Residents

How Shawnee government fits together


